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HABITS OF MIND 
 
 

Thoughtfulness = Tools of Thought Used HABITUALLY 
 
 

�  What is it I think I know? 
 

�  How do I know what I know? 
 

�  How do I know that I know? 
 

�  What is the evidence? 
 

�  Whose viewpoint is this? 
 

�  How is it connected to other things? 
 

�  How else may it be connected? 
 

�  What difference does it make? 
 

�  What if...? 
 

�  So What?
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HABITS OF MIND 
 

Thoughtfulness = Tools of Thought Used HABITUALLY 

 

.W-R-A-I-T-E-C 
 
 
WHAT?------------------------- What is it that I think I know? Or that the author thinks she knows?  
    Can I restate her idea in my own words? Let's clarify. 
 
REASONS?-----------------------What are my (her) reasons behind this idea? How do I know what I  
    think I  know?  How does she? What is the evidence? Is it credible?  
    What is the point of view? 
 

ASSUMPTIONS?---------------What are the assumptions underlying what I claim to know? What she 

    claims? Stated assumptions? Unstated assumptions? What viewpoint  

    is taken? 
 
INFERENCES?  
IMPLICATIONS?-------------- What inferences can be drawn from this statement? What are its  
    implications? What difference does it make? What is its significance?  
    Why do I think so? Who cares? Who should? 
 
TRUE?-----------------------------Is It true? Why do I think so? What else do I need to know or   
    understand before deciding if it's true or not? 
 
EXAMPLES? -------------------What would be a good example of this? Can I find an example in the  
    text? How does this connect to other things? Can I think of any  
    examples of this in contemporary life? 
 
COUNTER-EXAMPLES? -----Can I think of a counter-example? Can this idea be reconciled with 
CONTRADICTIONS?           this counter-example? Does it contain an internal contradiction? 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT A SOCRATIC SEMINAR  
 

1. Did the PARTICIPANTS 
�  Speak loudly and dearly? 
�  Cite reasons and evidence for their statements? 
�  Use the text to find support? 
�  Listen to others respectfully? 
�  Stick with the subject? 
�  Talk to each other, not just to the leader? 
�  Paraphrase accurately? 
�  Avoid inappropriate language (slang, technical terms, sloppy diction, etc.)? 
�  Ask for help to clear up confusion? 
�  Support each other? 
�  Avoid hostile exchanges? 
�  Question others in a civil manner? 
�  Seem prepared? 

 
2. Did the LEADER 

�  Get participants engaged early? How? 
�  Make sure that questions were understood? 
�  Ask questions that led to further questions? 
�  Use answers as the basis of follow-up questions? 
�  Allow for discussion of disagreements? 
�  Listen carefully to participants' statements? 
�  Accept participants' answers without judgment? 
�  Keep attention on ideas in the text/art being discussed? 
�  Behave as a good model of seminar participation? 
�  Correct misreadings of the text? 
�  Allow time (pauses) for thinking? 
�  Draw out reasons and implications? 
�  Reach or not reach 'closure'? 

 
3. In the course of the seminar 

�  What was the most interesting question? 
�  What was the most interesting Idea to come from a participant?  
�  What was the best thing you observed? 
�  What was the most troubling thing you observed? 
�  What did you think should be done differently in the next seminar? 
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Feedback to Micro-Seminar Leader (s) 
 

1.   Opening Question- 
 

·  How well did it spark the conversation? 
·  How open-ended was the question? 
·  How well did it take you back to the text? 
·  To what degree did it enlarge understanding of Big 

Ideas? 
 

2.   Socratic Questioning- 
 
  How well and how often did the leader (s) use one or 
  more of the following strategies? 
 

·  Pausing-Wait Time-Silence 
·  Paraphrasing 
·  Serializing 
·  Clarifying 
·  Expanding 
·  Probing 

 
3.   Balance of leadership and participation- 

 
·  How often did you hear, see, or feel the leader (s) 

was a co-participant in the dialogue?  
·  How often did the leader (s) contribute his or her 

ideas to expand the conversation? 
·  What questions did the leader (s) ask that came 

from the thoughts or ideas of the participants? 
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Angel 
Animal 
Aristocracy 
Art 
Astronomy and Cosmology 
Beauty 
Being  
Cause 
Chance 
Change 
Citizen 
Constitution 
Courage 
Custom and Convention 
Definition 
Democracy 
Desire 
Dialectic 
Duty 
Education 
Element 
Emotion 
Equality 
Eternity 
Evolution 
Experience 
Family 
Fate 
Form 
God 
Good and Evil 
Government 
Habit 
Happiness 
History 
Honor 
Hypothesis 
Immortality 
Induction 
Infinity 
Judgment 
Justice  
Knowledge 
Labor 
Language  
Law 
Liberty 
Life and Death 
Logic 
Love 
Man 

Mathematics 
Matter 
Mechanics 
Medicine 
Memory and Imagination 
Metaphysics 
Mind 
Monarchy 
Nature 
Necessity and Contingency 
Oligarchy 
One and Many 
Opinion 
Opposition 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Pleasure and Pain 
Poetry  
Principle 
Progress 
Prophecy 
Prudence 
Punishment 
Quality 
Quantity 
Reasoning 
Relation 
Religion 
Revolution 
Rhetoric 
Same and Other 
Science 
Sense 
Sign and Symbol 
Sin 
Slavery  
Soul  
Space 
State 
Temperance 
Theology 
Time  
Truth 
Tyranny and Despotism 
Universal and Particular 
Virtue and Vice 
War and Peace 
Wealth  
Will 
Wisdom       
World 

 

103 Great Ideas 
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From Civil Disobedience 
by Henry David Thoreau 
 
Socratic Seminar Prep Work 
 
1. Select a quotation for each of the following criteria: 
 

�  Most relevant to your present attitude or viewpoint. 
�  Least relevant to your present attitude or viewpoint. 

 
2. Paraphrase each of your selected quotations above in approximately one to three  sentences. 
 
3.  Explain how and why the first of your selected quotations above does relate to your  present 
 attitude or viewpoint. Complete this in a minimum of 125 words. 
 
 Explain how and why the second of your selected quotations above does NOT relate to your 
 present attitude or viewpoint. Complete this in a minimum of 125 words. 
 
Selected Quotations from Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau 
 

�  That government is best which governs not at all. 
 

�  In most cases there is not free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral sense; but 
they ((civil servants) put themselves on a level with wood and earth and stones;.. 

 
�  Can there not be a government in which majorities do not virtually decide right and wrong, 

but conscience? 
 

�  It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right. The only 
obligation which I have a right to assume is to do at any time what I think is right. 

 
�  ...but if it is of such a nature that it requires you to be an agent of injustice to another, then, I 

say, break the law. Let your life be a counter friction to stop the machine. 
 

�  Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a 
prison. 

 
�  Cast your whole vote, not a strip of paper merely, your whole influence. A minority is 

powerless while it conforms to the majority:... 
 

�  Is a democracy, such as we know it, the last improvement possible in government? Is it not 
possible to take a step further towards recognizing and organizing the right5 of man? There 
will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the 
individual as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and authority 
are derived, and treats him accordingly. 
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"Hope is The Thing with Feathers" 

by Emily Dickinson 

 

"Hope" is the thing with feathers~~ 

That perches in the soul~~ 

And sings the tune without the words~~ 

And never stops~~at all~~ 

 

And sweetest~~in the gale~~is heard~~ 

And sore must be the storm~~ 

That could abash the little bird 

That kept so many warm~~ 

 

I've heard it in the chillest land~~ 

And on the strangest Sea~~ 

Yet, never, in Extremity, 

It asked a crumb of Me. 
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The Road Not Taken 

 

By Robert Frost 

 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

And sorry I could not travel both 

And be one traveler, long I stood 

And looked down one as far as I could 

To where it bent in the undergrowth. 

 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 

And having perhaps the better claim, 

Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 

Though as for that the passing there 

Had worn them really about the same. 

 

And both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black. 

Oh, I kept the first for another day! 

Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 

I doubted if I should ever come back. 

 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-- 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference 
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The Times They Are A-Changin' 
By Bob Dylan 
 
Come gather 'round people 
Wherever you roam 
And admit that the waters 
Around you have grown 
And accept it that soon 
You'll be drenched to the bone. 
If your time to you 
Is worth savin' 
Then you better start swimmin' 
Or you'll sink like a stone 
For the times they are a-changin'. 
 
Come writers and critics 
Who prophesize with your pen 
And keep your eyes wide 
The chance won't come again 
And don't speak too soon 
For the wheel's still in spin 
And there's no tellin' who 
That it's namin'. 
For the loser now 
Will be later to win 
For the times they are a-changin'. 
 
Come senators, congressmen 
Please heed the call 
Don't stand in the doorway 
Don't block up the hall 

For he that gets hurt 
Will be he who has stalled 
There's a battle outside and it’s ragin’. 
Will soon shake your windows 
And rattle your walls 
For the times they are a-changin'. 
 
Come mothers and fathers 
Throughout the land 
And don't criticize 
What you can't understand 
Your sons and your daughters 
Are beyond your command 
Your old road is 
Rapidly agin(g)'. 
Please get out of the new one 
If you can't lend your hand 
For the times they are a-changin'. 
 
The line it is drawn 
The curse it is cast 
The slow one now 
Will later be fast 
As the present now 
Will later be past 
The order is 
Rapidly fadin'. 
And the first one now 
Will later be last 
For the times they are a-changin

 


